IN OFFICE AGAIN
history has been made. In modern times it has been somewhat
of a trouble maker. During the time that Henderson was
Foreign Secretary he was carrying on very important negotia-
tions with the Egyptian leaders in the hope of bringing peace
and appeasement to that country. Mr. Hamilton Fyfe tells
of an act of MacDonald which was another revelation of his
extraordinary attitude towards his Foreign Secretary. He
explains that Henderson saw an article in a newspaper criticising
the line taken. He asked the Editor to send someone to see
him at the Foreign Office ; the article seemed likely to queer
his pitch and break clown the talks. The first statement the
newspaperman made was :
' I think you ought to know, Mr. Henderson, that the
article was written at the request of your Prime Minister.'
Three years later MacDonald again showed his jealousy
towards Henderson. In 1932 the League of Nations, recog-
nizing his great work for Peace, proposed Henderson as Chair-
man of the Disarmament Conference. MacDonald at first
opposed this, suggesting General Smuts as an alternative
choice, but gave way as Henderson was obviously the ideal
Chairman. It was freely said that the attitude of the National
Government towards the Disarmament Conference would
have been very different if either MacDonald had not been
Premier, or Henderson not the Chairman.
MacDonald1 s interference in the case of Snowden was even
more reprehensible.
A world famous success of Snowden's was his great achieve-
ment in the Reparations Conference at the Hague, in the
summer of 1929. He himself calls it the most sensational
episode in his career. The skill, the courage, the tenacity, and
the patience with which he fought his way to success in a
matter of great difficulty and delicacy was acclaimed by the
whole world. Yet that success at one moment hung in the
balance, and the Conference just missed becoming a fiasco
and this through the mischievous intervention of MacDonald.
The story reads like a thriller and has the essential touch of
melodrama. To the French, diplomacy is not only a science,
it is an art. Their love of it, and their success in the practice
of it have vitalized and illuminated the pages of European